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Synod of the Pacific—The Ninety-seventh Stated Meeting

Mercy Center
Burlingame, CA
February 12-14, 2009
E-MAIL INFORMATION PIECE

This resource is intended to help you as you report to presbytery. The material contained herein is not complete and is intended only as a reminder of activities. Please be sure to check written reports and your own notes for details and for results of actions taken.

The General Assembly Nominating Committee is looking for people interested in being nominated for GA committees. Information and applications are available on the PC(USA) website.  The deadline for submission is January 8, 2010.

The “Big Tent” event, a gathering of many of the denomination’s smaller events in a single venue, will be held in Atlanta, June 11-13, 2009.  More information is on the PC(USA) website.
Elwood Becker, from Kendall Presbytery, Idaho, who died in December of last year, was the longest serving stated clerk in our denomination. The Synod gave thanks in prayer for his faithful service.

In the Synod office: Carolyn Linzner is the new Benefits Coordinator, Kendra Fraser is now Loan Coordinator, and Ani Lele’a has completed the Level Three Certification from the Administrative Personnel Association of the PC(USA).

The annual Mission Partnership Consultation will be held in March.  The Synod savings and loan service is solid,  with very competitive investment rates, and more deposits would allow for more loans!  There will not be a “13th check” to the presbyteries this year due to the mission giving which was under the necessary 97% pay up required for that to be realized.  Only 94% of per capita was received.
The Coordinating Council considered a paper from Rob Brink, “2009 Planning Paper”, which calls us to look carefully at the role of our Synod as we relate to our presbyteries, and plan for our future together.  Each of the Synod committees will consider applicable parts of that document at this meeting, and the council will continue conversation about our future, both philosophically as well as the implementation of any resultant practical applications.  The Council also took note of the California Supreme Court decision regarding the Episcopal Church’s property case, which held in favor of their denominational Trust Clause, which is very similar to the PC(USA) Trust Clause.  The Sacramento churches wishing to leave our denomination have indicated a desire to negotiate a settlement, and if there is an opportunity to settle, Rob Brink, Wendy Warner and John Kelso will represent the Council at the table, with the final decision to remain with the Council as decided at the last Synod meeting.  The GA task force working on a new Form of Government for our Book of Order has asked for input from Synods and Presbyteries.  The Council asked Al Fry, our Moderator, to appoint a task force from our Synod to respond to this request, and he named the nFOG Task Force to include John Kelso, Merle Bottge, Jack Schut, Joanna Dunn, Sandy Richardson, Bill Gigray, and resource person Wendy Warner.
Rob Brink’s report concerned the 2009 Planning Paper which he developed “as a tool to being a process of planning for the Synod’s future.  It will be refined as we work with it to reflect spiritually and organizationally how God may be calling the synod to serve and function in new and exciting ways.  As we delve into prayerful, reflective planning for the near and long term role of the synod, it will be critical to invite participation from all corners of the synod in a effort to consult, listen, and hear diverse opinions with open minds and hearts, and to debate and re-envision the role of the Synod of the Pacific in a way that glorifies God.  It will be important to move deliberately and slowly through this process.  The entire Synod will be kept informed and involved as this planning endeavor gathers momentum and takes form.”  As we await the vote on the overtures and amendments from GA last summer, he said that “it is incumbent on all of us to pray that the Holy Spirit will be present in the hearts and minds of all sisters and brothers in Christ in our presbyteries as they attempt to faithfully discern God’s will for our church as it relates to these matters.”  In a meeting with other Synod Executives in January, Gradye Parsons, our GA Stated Clerk, said that he thinks “we are on the edge of a rebirth of synods” and gave evidence to support that conclusion.
The Committee on Representation is asking each presbytery COR to respond to a request for information about their committee status and work by March 31, 2009.

The Nominating Committee will have nominations for the next Synod Moderator and Vice Moderator at the May meeting.

The Mission Personnel Committee introduced Mary Elva Smith, the Temporary/Acting Executive for the Sierra Mission Area.  They also received and approved the job description for the Mission Presbyter/Stated Clerk for the Redwoods Presbytery as presented.  Rob Brink will finish his sabbatical in March.  The Synod concurred with the Presbytery of Boise to hire Interim Executive Presbyter, the Rev. Edward E. Dunn, Jr. effective February 14, 2009.  
The Mission Partnership Committee announced that there is $1,467.15 available for Hispanic Ministry.  Applications are due in the Synod office by April 15, 2009.  There is also $2,960.65 available for Sexual Misconduct Prevention training programs.  Applications are due in the Synod office by April 15, 2009.  The PMX website is for anyone who wishes to make a donation directly to the mission projects of our presbyteries, and can be found at <pacificmissionexchange.org>.  Hilda V. Thompson Medical Ministry Fund Grant requests are due March 31, 2009 for new and renewing applicants.  Synod voted to give the $14,000 of the Tarleton Trust to Clean Water U West, a project undertaken by Calvin Crest, if the way be clear.
The Mission Finance Committee reported that our Synod audit has been contracted and will begin shortly.  The committee also considered and approved six loans.  Our Synod reserves are a bit low but within our policy guidelines, and are being watched carefully.  All income received through the Pacific Mission Exchange website will be sent directly to the presbyteries connected to each of the projects receiving the donations.
Synod commissioners and staff met for two and a half days, tackling issues large and small with determination, faithfulness, prayer, and even humor!  It was a good and fruitful meeting.  Thanks be to God!
